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In the restricted procedure the minimum shall be five. In the
negotiated procedure with publication of a contract notice and
the competitive dialogue procedure the minimum shall be
three. In any event the number of candidates invited shall be
sufficient to ensure genuine competition.

The contracting authorities shall invite a number of candidates
at least equal to the minimum number set in advance. Where
the number of candidates meeting the selection criteria and the
minimum levels of ability is below the minimum number, the
contracting authority may continue the procedure by inviting
the candidate(s) with the required capabilities. In the context of
this same procedure, the contracting authority may not include
other economic operators who did not request to participate,
or candidates who do not have the required capabilities.

4. Where the contracting authorities exercise the option of
reducing the number of solutions to be discussed or of tenders
to be negotiated, as provided for in Articles 29(4) and 30(4),
they shall do so by applying the award criteria stated in the
contract notice, in the specifications or in the descriptive
document. In the final stage, the number arrived at shall
make for genuine competition insofar as there are enough
solutions or suitable candidates.

Sect ion 2

Criteria for qualitative selection

Article 45

Personal situation of the candidate or tenderer

1. Any candidate or tenderer who has been the subject of a
conviction by final judgment of which the contracting author-
ity is aware for one or more of the reasons listed below shall
be excluded from participation in a public contract:

(a) participation in a criminal organisation, as defined in
Article 2(1) of Council Joint Action 98/733/JHA (1);

(b) corruption, as defined in Article 3 of the Council Act of
26 May 1997 (2) and Article 3(1) of Council Joint
Action 98/742/JHA (3) respectively;

(c) fraud within the meaning of Article 1 of the Convention
relating to the protection of the financial interests of the
European Communities (4);

(d) money laundering, as defined in Article 1 of Council
Directive 91/308/EEC of 10 June 1991 on prevention of
the use of the financial system for the purpose of money
laundering (5).

Member States shall specify, in accordance with their national
law and having regard for Community law, the implementing
conditions for this paragraph.

They may provide for a derogation from the requirement
referred to in the first subparagraph for overriding require-
ments in the general interest.

For the purposes of this paragraph, the contracting authorities
shall, where appropriate, ask candidates or tenderers to supply
the documents referred to in paragraph 3 and may, where they
have doubts concerning the personal situation of such candi-
dates or tenderers, also apply to the competent authorities to
obtain any information they consider necessary on the perso-
nal situation of the candidates or tenderers concerned. Where
the information concerns a candidate or tenderer established in
a State other than that of the contracting authority, the
contracting authority may seek the cooperation of the compe-
tent authorities. Having regard for the national laws of the
Member State where the candidates or tenderers are estab-
lished, such requests shall relate to legal and/or natural per-
sons, including, if appropriate, company directors and any
person having powers of representation, decision or control in
respect of the candidate or tenderer.

2. Any economic operator may be excluded from participa-
tion in a contract where that economic operator:

(a) is bankrupt or is being wound up, where his affairs are
being administered by the court, where he has entered into
an arrangement with creditors, where he has suspended
business activities or is in any analogous situation arising
from a similar procedure under national laws and regula-
tions;

(b) is the subject of proceedings for a declaration of bank-
ruptcy, for an order for compulsory winding up or admi-
nistration by the court or of an arrangement with creditors
or of any other similar proceedings under national laws
and regulations;

(c) has been convicted by a judgment which has the force of
res judicata in accordance with the legal provisions of the
country of any offence concerning his professional con-
duct;

(d) has been guilty of grave professional misconduct proven by
any means which the contracting authorities can demon-
strate;

(e) has not fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of
social security contributions in accordance with the legal
provisions of the country in which he is established or
with those of the country of the contracting authority;

(f) has not fulfilled obligations relating to the payment of
taxes in accordance with the legal provisions of the coun-
try in which he is established or with those of the country
of the contracting authority;
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(g) is guilty of serious misrepresentation in supplying the
information required under this Section or has not sup-
plied such information.

Member States shall specify, in accordance with their national
law and having regard for Community law, the implementing
conditions for this paragraph.

3. Contracting authorities shall accept the following as suffi-
cient evidence that none of the cases specified in paragraphs 1
or 2(a), (b), (c), (e) or (f) applies to the economic operator:

(a) as regards paragraphs 1 and 2(a), (b) and (c), the produc-
tion of an extract from the ‘judicial record’ or, failing that,
of an equivalent document issued by a competent judicial
or administrative authority in the country of origin or the
country whence that person comes showing that these
requirements have been met;

(b) as regards paragraph 2(e) and (f), a certificate issued by the
competent authority in the Member State concerned.

Where the country in question does not issue such documents
or certificates, or where these do not cover all the cases
specified in paragraphs 1 and 2(a), (b) and (c), they may be
replaced by a declaration on oath or, in Member States where
there is no provision for declarations on oath, by a solemn
declaration made by the person concerned before a competent
judicial or administrative authority, a notary or a competent
professional or trade body, in the country of origin or in the
country whence that person comes.

4. Member States shall designate the authorities and bodies
competent to issue the documents, certificates or declarations
referred to in paragraph 3 and shall inform the Commission
thereof. Such notification shall be without prejudice to data
protection law.

Article 46

Suitability to pursue the professional activity

Any economic operator wishing to take part in a public
contract may be requested to prove its enrolment, as pre-
scribed in his Member State of establishment, on one of the
professional or trade registers or to provide a declaration on
oath or a certificate as described in Annex IX A for public
works contracts, in Annex IX B for public supply contracts
and in Annex IX C for public service contracts.

In procedures for the award of public service contracts, insofar
as candidates or tenderers have to possess a particular author-
isation or to be members of a particular organisation in order
to be able to perform in their country of origin the service
concerned, the contracting authority may require them to
prove that they hold such authorisation or membership.

Article 47

Economic and financial standing

1. Proof of the economic operator's economic and financial
standing may, as a general rule, be furnished by one or more
of the following references:

(a) appropriate statements from banks or, where appropriate,
evidence of relevant professional risk indemnity insurance;

(b) the presentation of balance-sheets or extracts from the
balance-sheets, where publication of the balance-sheet is
required under the law of the country in which the
economic operator is established;

(c) a statement of the undertaking's overall turnover and,
where appropriate, of turnover in the area covered by the
contract for a maximum of the last three financial years
available, depending on the date on which the undertaking
was set up or the economic operator started trading, as far
as the information on these turnovers is available.

2. An economic operator may, where appropriate and for a
particular contract, rely on the capacities of other entities,
regardless of the legal nature of the links which it has with
them. It must in that case prove to the contracting authority
that it will have at its disposal the resources necessary, for
example, by producing an undertaking by those entities to that
effect.

3. Under the same conditions, a group of economic opera-
tors as referred to in Article 4 may rely on the capacities of
participants in the group or of other entities.

4. Contracting authorities shall specify, in the contract no-
tice or in the invitation to tender, which reference or references
mentioned in paragraph 1 they have chosen and which other
references must be provided.

5. If, for any valid reason, the economic operator is unable
to provide the references requested by the contracting author-
ity, he may prove his economic and financial standing by any
other document which the contracting authority considers
appropriate.

Article 48

Technical and/or professional ability

1. The technical and/or professional abilities of the econom-
ic operators shall be assessed and examined in accordance with
paragraphs 2 and 3.

2. Evidence of the economic operators' technical abilities
may be furnished by one or more of the following means
according to the nature, quantity or importance, and use of
the works, supplies or services:


